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TN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JANDARY 30 1849.

Read twice, and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia,

AN ACT

- To incorporate the Oak Hill Cemetery in the District of Co-
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 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of Americo in Congress
assembled, That Lorenzo Thomas, John Marbury, senior,
Edward M. Linthicum, and George 'Poe; juniai‘;"t(;gethér‘
with such other persons as may become pi'opriet()rs of
lots in the hereinafter mentioned cemetery, of a size not
less each than three hundred square feet, and their suc-
cessors and assigns, be, and they are made hereby, a
body politic and corporate in law, under the néme,‘4 style,
and title ‘(‘)f “The Oak Hill Cemetery Company ;"“aiﬁd by
thai name shall be able and capable in law to have and
use a (:omr“ﬁon seal; to sue and be sued; to plead and be
impleaded ; and to do all such other th’irngs as are incident
to a corporation; ' | | |

. SEec. 2. And be it further éna_otéd, "That the said Lo-
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snior, Edward M Ling

renzo I‘homa

~ thicum, and Gemge Poe, jumol shall be managers of the

Sdid corporatlon and shall contmue 50 10 be until the first

Monday in fune in the year mghteen ﬂundl ed and ﬁfty-

, tWo; gn which day, and on the same day in evcry sues

ceedmg year thereafier, there shall be a general meeting

of thc propuetors of iots in thc sald uemetely, who are

members of the qaldc pomt}.on “of whom twenty, ap- ’

pearmg in person, or by proxy, shali form a quorum te

transact all business; and at such meeting on that day, in

cach and every year, tho said proprietors of lots, each be-

- ing entitled to one vote,.xandﬁ«x,no.‘mpre, shall clect four per-

sons, from among their own number, to be managers of

- the said corporation for one ty:ear from the day of theirelec-

tion, and until other managers shall be duly elected in

~ their places; and if there shall, from any cause whatso~

~ ever, be a failure, on the part of the proprietors of lots,

to make" such election on any of . the days aforesaid, the

- managers holding over ¢ shall appomt some othel tlme for

proprletorb of lots to meet; and - make wch election,

- and shall give at least slxkdqys prevzouts ,no;uce of the

‘time and place so appointed, by an advertisement in some

convenient newspaper, and the managers then elected

shall serve until the recurrence of the. regular election,

and until others have been elected in their.place; and
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’m the event of anv vacancy m‘the baaxdyof managers by
| death 1eSIgnatmn removal ﬁom the county, or otherWISe

the contmumo' membexs 0{' tho sald boatd shall have

power to chooce from among the proprletors of lots in
the said cemetery, a manager to ﬁli such Vaca*lcy and the
person so chosen shall have powu to act in the plemises
in connexmn with the commum\'r managers, in evely re-
spect‘\ as if he had béenbrmmally appomted to and ofﬁce
by this act or elected to the same by the proprletms of
lots at a ﬁ’eneml meetmg, and a mayj orlty of ihe said
beard of man&gers shall form a quorum to “do all busi-
ness.’ o | |

Ste. 3. AmZ be it further emjcted Tha’t the sald
corporatlon may acquue take and hold in fee sxmple by/
gift or O*rant all that pOI’thﬂ of a ll)l of gr ound in Wash«i
mortcn county, in ’Ll}e District of Coiumbla commoniyk
called the Rock of Dunbarton Whlch is bounded on the
@outh by the nmthem boundary hne of Georgetown onb

the west Ly lands of Captdm Wﬂham M Boyce on the

north by‘ Rock creek, and on the eftst by laﬂd of' the heirs |

' of Le\ws Gxam Da a:dson decoa%d contaxmncr about ﬁf

feen acres, :md aﬁy other fmds ad aeent thereto not ex-

ceedmg in the w hme ﬁfty aczes, and maf take and hold |

any pel sonal estate not e‘{ceedmg ten thomand dollarq m;

xalue which said land and personai estate shall be de-
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voted and apphed to pul poses connected thh and applo-

‘tabhshmg, mam*ammg, and 1mpzov1ng of vvhich is hereby

p1 1ate to the objectq of a cemeter“y or buual p]ace to es-

deelared to be the only object for Whlch %md corporation :
is Cleated o | L

Sk 4. Awd be it furthev‘ enacted ’Ihat 'the sald
board of’ manageis shall choose one of thelr owWi body to_’: 7:',
be presment thexeof vho shall be also pres1dent of saxd

Corporahon The shall have power to appomt ali oﬁ%cers

'and agents necessaiy for the due and regu]m tr&nsactmﬂ’

of the busmess of ‘i‘ald mstltutlon, to assxgn to them

severallv their dutxes to ﬁx their compensatmﬂ and to

requu’e if deemed expedlent of any of their said oﬁicefsk

'a bond Wlth appr ed securlty for the falthful performan(*e

of thmr dut1es | T ey sha]l ha*»e power to lay out aﬁd

‘0111ament the Pemetery O'r()und ; to erecc,all necessary
12
13

enclosmes and bmldmgg to Ia out, yqell and dispm‘e 6f

bunal lots to make quch by-laws rlﬂes aﬂd regula~

tions as tho} may deem pmper for conductmg the affairs

of said company, for the govemment of lot—holders and
v1sxters ’m the cemetery and for the sale and conveyance
of' lots in the said cemetery by 1nd1v1dual proprletors, and

in general the Jlal] ha\e the managemem superinten-

dence and care of’ the property, expendxtuzes, ‘business,

and prudential concems, of the said corpmat;on, and
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they shall make a 1ep01t of thml dmngs to the sald cor-

.9:‘

poratlon at each annual meetmg of the sald propnetors

3o AR

of lotq | A
SEC 5 A’Iid b@ i furtﬁcr enacted ”hac spemal
meetmgs of the membexs Gf the %ald cor po;atmn f'or the

transactlon of busmess may be called b thp boaxd of
managers, or by any five Of such members, by advertise«
ment to be inserted in sorne comement newspaper, two
‘eeks before the day appomted f'or sueh meetmg, m Whicn—
shaﬂ be set forth the tlme and pldce and ooject of such
meetmf'

SEC 6 And be zt furthe: PnaCted ihat every lot

purpose, and shall be deeined real estate, ajnd sha}l not be
subject to the payment of any assessment or tax what-

soever, nor subject to execution or attachment for any

debt' and the proeeeds of the sale Of’ burial Iots in the

smd cemetery shall, after deduchnf‘ the annual expenses
of said izemetelv estabhshment be apphed aolely m the
lmprovement extensmn or nament and plcservatlon of the
baid cemetpry and shall not be made a source of proﬁt to
the plopuetors of 10ts or membew Of sald cerporauon

SEC 7. And be zt furiker enacted That any per-

son Who shail unlawfully destroy, mutllate deface lnjure,
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or remove any omb

4 structule placed m the said cemetery, or any f’encé raﬂ-—‘

monument rrrave-stone or other

ing, or othe1 ka for the pmtectmn 01 ornament of an‘
tomb, monument grave—stone or other stricture afox esald “

or of any cémetery ot within the limits of the ground bu‘ .

" Iongmg to the said uOi"pOi‘athﬂ or of the ground set aparl'

for the‘ cemetery; or shall unlawful y destroy, break, or

remove, cat, or injure any tree, shrub, or plant, within the
limits of said cemetery: or éhall Shéd“ or c}faéhéi°ge any
gun or othei fire-arm within the said hmlts, or at am ob-

ject within the same, shall be deemed guilty of a misde-

- meanor, and shall, upon conviction thereof bef'dré any jus-

tice of the peace, or other court of competem Jurlsdxctxon B

within- Washmgton county af’oresaxd be pumshed by a

fine of not le"s’s ‘than ﬁve dollars, ot more than ﬁfty. ac-

cordmg to the’ nature and aggravaiion of t%e offence and

such oﬁender shall also be liable in an action of tlespa:%

to be brought agamst him in any couit of competent jurISw
diction in the name of the sald corpmation to pa all
such damages as shall have been occasmned by his un-

awful act or acts; Whmh money when 1eco»ered Qhall

Be apphed by the saxd corporation under the dnectma of

the board of managers to the repaxanon and res‘torauon

of the property destroyed of mJared as above, and mem-

"bers of ‘the saxd corporatlon sha.h ‘be witnesses in such
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A;smt and 'f any pelson shall unlawfully open any tomb or

grave 1 in the Iands of the sald Oak H!ll Cemetery Com-

pany, or shall clandestmely remove, or attempt to remove,

| any body or remains therefrom, such person, on convic-
- tion thereof in any court of competent jurisdiction within

_the county where the said cemetery is situated, shall be

sentenced to uyndergo imprisqpmgent in the penil;entiary of
the Dlstrxct of Columbla at hard labor for a term not
!ess than one year or more than five, and pay 2 ﬁne of not
Iesb than one hundred dollars, at the discretion of the said
cour&

S,Ec 8 And be it further enacted That lots n the
cnid cemetery shall be indivisible, and upon the death of
%myy ;Sropri;etor of any lot in the said cemetery, he or she

being a member. of said corporation, the devisee of such’

lot, or the heir at law, as the casc may be, shall be en-

iitied to all ihe privileges of membership as aforesaid° and
:f there be more than one devisee, or hevr at Iaw of each
lot, the board of managers for the time bemg shali desw’=
nate Whlea of ghe said Ld\ev;seeﬁs, or helre at, ]Q.}?V, shall rep-

resent {he said lot, and vote i\t;) the meetings Qf the corpo-

ration ; which designation shall continue in fq}'ce until by

death 1em0vai or other buﬁiclent cause, another designa-

tion shall beeome necessary ; and n makmg such deswna—

non ‘the managers shall, as far as they 4con:vemently may,
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: gwe ‘the preference to males. over females, and to proxmuty

of blood, and pmorlty of age, havmg due regald hOWever )
to proximity ‘of residence. " ‘

SEe. 9. And be it furiﬁér enacted, T hatf'i)t shall be

“lawful for the said corporation to take and hold any grant,
“donation, or bequest 4up01§1’* trust, to apply the income

thereof. under the duec n of the board of managers, for

the embelhbhmem pzebel vatlon, renewal, or repair of any

‘tomb, menument, grave-stone, “or other structure, fence,
1 fa‘ilinigi, or otherenclosure,m or around any cemetery lot,
~or for the planting and cultivation of any irees, shrubs,
‘ﬂd\;‘vérs;"’cglf plants, in or around any cemetery lot, accord-

ing o the terms of such grant, donation, or bequest ; and

an}} court ha,vmvequity Jurlsdlctzon ‘within the co‘u’rﬁy in
which sald cemetelv is sltmted shall have ’ﬁzﬂ‘pd\fvér and
Jurlsdmtron’to compei the dne nexfmnuanue of snch trust,
or any of fhem upon a bill filed by the prepmetov of' any
10t n sald cemeter y for that purpose.

Src. 10. nd be it furfher enacted, That the smd

'ccmetery ploperty shall be, and the same is hereby, de-

'jclared to be foreve1 umhenab?e bV the ba‘d corporatlon aud
to be exemptad from all publm assessments and taxes, so

r'f‘long as the same shall remain demcated to the purposes

i

s ) .
Liglroy »qﬁx‘; cor durran

: of a cemetcry

Pasbed the House of Repmsentatzves Jan. 25, 1849.
Attest: THO‘ J. CAMPBELL, Clerk.




